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POTENTIAL ROONOMIC GAINS OF THE U,.S.S.R. RESULTING }'RDM THE

AGQUISITIOR OF CONTINENTAL WESTERN NIUROPE
1. GConmelusions
The Soviet Union through the acquisition of Continental ¥Western
.&u'apa gould under yptiman conditions acquire:

s, Armorel Vehinleg (Teble 9-A)

An aniimated production eapacity Ly mid-1952 of some 8,700 armorcd
vehlelss per anmam, In addition the Soviet Unlon wonld acquire some of the
15,500 armored wohisles now inventoried es in~beipg in Vesteran Furepa.

b. Arptlilery, 75 mm and sbove (Tabdle 9-B)

In pddition, the Soviet Union would acquire an estimuted prodncglon
capaclity by mid-1952 of better then 9,900 artillery pleces per annum, Also the
Soviet Unlon would seowirs some of the 20,500 artillery pleces now inventoried
a8 in-helne in Yeatern Burope.

2. Explesives (Table 9-C)

The Soviet Union would also acgnire an estimated production capacity
by mid~1952 of 334,400 melric tong of explosives per annum. Whlle it is im-
possible to estimnto the metric tonnags of explosives ip-heipg in Western Burope
which might be acquired by the Soviets, it would unquestionably be a substantial
amount.

d. GChemipnl Yarfare Agents (Tsble 13-B)

As no CY agent atockpiles are ip-being in Weatern Europe, and as
production ims%allations for thelr mamufactvre are neglipiils, there would be
no potential econonlc zaln ¥or the Soviet Urion through the acquisition of
Weatern Furope in the field of CW agents. ggcgmigxﬂcu*ss, 1 . /H"E
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a. JArmored Vehicles AD::: SHR 702 )
1t is eatimzted that the Soviet Union is eurrantl
OQ? 6,000 armored vehicles armmally within the U.5.5.R, {a margin of error is
,(/6{ ) recognized in thie estimate; maximum probable produeticn may be 7,500) and is
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carable of increasing this production within two years, from elready avallabls
faecilities, to 30,000 per annum. In addition, the Soviet Satellites of
Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Eas$ Germany wfodnce component parts for Soviet~
model armored vehicles, %.6., transmissions, differentials, tracks, turrets
apd armor plate most of which 1s shipved to the U.S.5.R. for assenbly. “hile
1% 12 estimated that Continental VWestern Europe will attain a preduction
eapacisy of approximately 8,700 armored vehicles per annum by mid-1952, 1t is
doubtful that %he Sovist Union would utilize this production capaclty, at
lsaast iniltially, for other than repair and maintenance purposes as it is
currently eatisated that the U.S5.5.R. now has some 60,000 wsmored vehicles
in~-being.
b, &.m.},m__

As in the cese of armored vehlcles, the U.S5.5.R. 1s also
estinatod to have an impressive inventory of artillery pieces, namely, 110,000
pleces of 76 mm and above. Also, DY mid-1962 1t 1s estimated that the U.S.S.R.
will have a production capacity of 100,000 pleces of artillery per annum. 1%
1s estimated that Continental Western Europe will attein a production capacity
of 10,000 pleces of artillery per snaum by mid-1952. It seems doubtful, 1in
view of the Sovlets apparent poliey to limit the production of ordnance, even
among their Satellites, that they wonld implement & vast production program
in newly acquired territory. However, in view of theiy anticipation of a
sea-borns invasion, it seems probable that they might direct at least a portion
of this capacity to the production of ecoastal and anti-alreraft guns.

e, Explosives

The sstimated production of explosives for Continental Yeatern
Europe for 1951 is Just short of 200,000 metric tons for all types. It 1s
eptimated that by mid-1962 this annual rate of production could be increased
to some 205,000 metric tons, while the total production capacity is estimated
at 334,400 metric toms. By comparison, 1t 1s estimated that the U.S.S.Ro
alons produced some 200,000 metric toms of explosives during 1951 and will

produce at an anmuel rate of 300, 000 metric tonms by mid-1952. It is further
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satimated that by mid-1952 the U.S.S.R. vwill have a production capacity of

750,000 metrlc tons of oxplosives. On the desias of the foregolng estimates,

the Soviet Union gould incrense her potential production capscity for

axplosivea by nearly 50 percent through the aeguisition of the production capacity
of Continental Westera Furope.

d. Chemienl Yarfare Arants

The Soviel Union is estimated as of the end of 1981 to have an
inventory of 580,000 metric tons of OW agents. By mid-1952 1t ls estinated
they will have a preduction capaelty of 150,000 metric tons per annum of CW
agents. Thers sre no OW plants in Continentsl Western Durops known to be
in produetion of CW agents except for experimentsl purposes and the output
of these, if placed in full operation, would be almost negligidle.

3. Staklatieal Anmex
The following tables are attached hereto:
Table 9-A, Agmorad Vehlcles
Teble S-B, Artilliewry
Tabvle 9-G, Exploaives

Tndle 13-B, OV Arents
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